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  We are so excited about the motivational reading program called Scholastic Reading Counts! This program will allow students to grow as readers by giving them opportunity to track their progress, take quizzes, and count how many points they have read!! We have amazing things planned for this program and the students are already getting excited about it!!  
  To begin, all students will take a reading inventory on the computer at school to determine his/her reading level. A number using the Lexile leveling system will be assigned to your child. 
There are three basic steps the child needs to do for successful participation in the Reading Counts program.   

1. The child chooses a book to read that is part of the Reading Counts program and is in the child's independent reading level (Students should select books within their Lexile range-100 points above and 100 points below the Lexile number). 
2. The child reads the book for comprehension (understanding of the story). Books should be read at home and shared with a parent. Talk with your child about what they are reading and ask questions. Complete all sections on the reading log in the assigned Reading Counts folder. 
The asking of questions is one of the best forms of increasing reading comprehension. Questions like . . . What is the story about? What is the setting? What is your favorite part of the story and why? Who is the main character? Are the characters real or make-believe? How do you know? To aid in comprehension, the child needs to discuss the story either mentally or verbally. 
3. The child takes a computerized quiz of 10 comprehension questions. 
Each Reading Counts quiz will ask 10 questions randomly chosen from a pool of 30 questions. Students are told at the end of the quiz if they passed. It is recommended that a student take the quiz within 24 hours of completion of the book, when possible. If a child gets less than 8 correct, they may retake the quiz up to two more times. The child is required to wait 24 hours before the quiz can be retaken.

Classroom teachers will monitor the student’s reading progress and determine the number of points required to reach class rewards. After successfully reading 10 books at their level and passing each of the quizzes for those books, the teacher may move the child to the next reading level.
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s classroom teacher or one of our Reading Counts experts: Callista Barnhart, Christie Brown, Kerry Stevens, or Tracy Kloos.  Happy Reading(                           



Tracy Kloos, CSE Lead Teacher


